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 C/03/19/1-24  
STANSTED PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY 4 MARCH 2019 AT STANSTED VILLAGE HALL, MALTHOUSE ROAD, STANSTED AT 8.00 pm

	PRESENT:
	Cllr Harry Bott
	Chairman
	In the chair items 4 -  23

	
	Cllr Mrs Polly Falconer
	Vice-chairman
	In the chair items 1 - 3

	
	Cllr Thomas Brooker
	
	

	
	Cllr Mrs Sheila Goodworth
	
	

	
	Cllr Michael Osborne
	
	

	
	Cllr Daren Sefer
	
	

	
	Cllr Kevin Sparkes
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	Mrs Roxana Brammer
	Clerk
	

	
	
	
	

	In attendance
	Mr Tom Sheldon
	Chairman, Stansted School Project Steering Group

	
	Mr Alan Bullock
	Stansted School Project Steering Group

	
	7 members of the public
	

	
	
	

	Item
Minute no 2018/19/

	Action point


	1

451
	
	APOLOGIES 

All parish councillors present. 

	

	2

452
	
	DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND ALTERATIONS TO THE REGISTER

None.

	

	3

453

	
	MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 4 FEBRUARY 2019

It was proposed by Cllr Osborne seconded by Cllr Mrs Goodworth and agreed the minutes of the meeting held on 4th February 2019 be signed as a true record. 

	

	4

454
	
	MATTERS ARISING 

None.

	 

	5

455

	
	STANSTED SCHOOL PROJECT UPDATE
 
The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow Tom Sheldon and Alan Bullock to speak.

Mr Sheldon said that a Leader grant towards the car park works had ben awarded in the region of £17,000. Mr Bullock reported that preparation had been done for the exterior repaint which would be done in April. He had arranged for a structural survey to be done of the gable end. The scope of the car park works had changed and he had arranged a meeting with one of the contractors. Cllr Mrs Goodworth said there was a potential problem with the hall and they needed a gulley all round. A discussion was held about the bollard lighting and its electricity connection. 

	


1

	
	
	The Chairman thanked Mr Sheldon and Mr Bullock and reconvened the meeting.

The Clerk reported that the school had arranged for works to the playground and new play equipment to be installed and the works would be starting the following day. 

	

	6

456
	
	WORLD WARS COMMEMORATIVE BOOKLET

Nothing to report.

	

	7

457
	
	MARGARET MACMILLAN CENTRE

Cllr Mrs Falconer reported on the recent meeting of the working party. There was a need to establish the intentions of the London Borough of Greenwich. Some menbers of the working party would be meeting the Deputy Leader..

	

	8

458
	
	SOUNDBEAT MUSIC FESTIVAL

Cllr Sefer had attended a meeting and reported that the organisers knew that the festival was not welcome. They had not yet applied for a licence. The access would be from Terry’s Lodge Road. Cllr Bott proposed that on the basis an application for a licence was submitted, the Council should object. This was seconded by Cllr Mrs Falconer and carried unanimously.

	

	9
	
	PLANNING

	

	
	a
	Applications    

	

	459
	i
	TM/19/000305/FL: Underpine Cottage, Vigo Road, Fairseat: Demolition of the existing residential dwelling and the construction of a replacement 2 bedroom dwelling with associated parking and bin storage facilities

After discussion, it was agreed to object as follows:

Stansted Parish Council objects to this application.  

The property is within the conservation area of the centre of Fairseat. Its history is that of stables within the grounds of Fairseat Lodge, then a granny annexe for the elderly mother of the then owner of Fairseat Lodge. When no longer needed for that purpose, it was rented out, but remained within the curtilage and ownership of Fairseat Lodge. As such the entrance was the entrance to Fairseat Lodge. In 2007 a Lawful Development Certificate was obtained to separate the annexe from Fairseat Loge. The Parish Council objected mainly on grounds of the unsuitable access that was created. 

The current application proposes a dwelling about half as big again as the existing and the Parish Council considers that this is over development of the site. It would appear that comparing the proposed site layout with the location plan, some extra space at the side might have been acquired subsequently from Fairseat Lodge, but this is deceptive as formerly when the building was the granny annexe, there was not much distance between it and Fairseat Lodge. This small extra piece of land (if the drawings 

	



2
	
	
	are accurate) would not compensate for the loss of garden at the rear of the property.

The property lies on Vigo Road in the part of the road that is single track and is also on a bend in this narrow road. Concerns about the access remain. Although set further back from the existing and giving more parking space, a larger dwelling might generate more car ownership and therefore more parking would be needed. There would be more traffic movements onto and off Vigo Raod at the very narrow part. 

It is noted that the plans outline removal of some of the trees and that an arboricultural survey was undertaken by an Arboricultural Association registered consultant. In his report he says (paragraph 4.5) "Prior to tree work being carried out the Local Planning Authority is ti be consulted to ascertain whether prior permission is required to carry out such work". As the site is within a conservation area, the Parish Council believes such permission is necessary. Should the Local Planning Authority be minded to give permission for the demolition of the building and its replacement, the Parish Council requests that before it does so, the Tree Officer is asked to visit the site and comment on the trees and that the need for permission for tree works she agrees to is a condition of any consent.

	

	460
	ii
	TM/19/00416/PDVAR: Stansted Lodge Farm. Tumblefield Road, Stansted: Prior Notification: change of use of agricultural building to residential (Part 3 Class Q), conversion of two barns on the farm into dwellings 

After discussion, it was agreed to respond as follows.

Stansted Parish Council has no objection to this application. However, the Council requests that all permitted development rights are removed in the future. There is also concern that the public right of way must be kept clear at all times and not obstructed by any of the works pertaining to this application.

	

	461  
	b
	Decisions 

The decision as listed on Appendix A was received.

	

	
	c
	Enforcement

	

	462
	i
	Lucy’s Barn Campsite, Ash Lane. 

It was reported that the site was being advertised again and a link to the advertisement should be sent to enforcement.                                                                

	

	463
	ii
	Littlefields, Plaxdale Green Road, Stansted

The fact the tree house was still in situ had been reported to enforcement.

	

	464
	d
	Appeals

None.
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	465
	e
	Any Other Planning Issues

None.

	

	10
	
	FINANCE

	

	466
	a
	Bank Balances

The bank balances as listed on Appendix B were noted. 

	

	467
	b
	Payments made  since Last Meeting

It was proposed by Cllr Sefer, seconded by Cllr Mrs Goodworth and agreed the payments made since the last meeting as listed on Appendix B be approved.

	

	468
	c
	Accounts for Payment

It was proposed by Cllr Osborne, seconded by Cllr Mrs Goodworth and agreed the accounts for payment as listed on Appendix B be paid (cheques 920 – 921).

	

	469
	d
	Parish Notes

The Clerk reported that the Parochial Church Council was meeting later in the month and would discuss the offer.

	

	11

470

	
	GRANT APPLICATIONS

None.
	

	12
	
	MANAGEMENT OF THE COUNCIL’S LAND & PROPERTY

	

	

471





472
	a
	Recreation Ground

i. General Matters. Cllr Mrs Goodworth suggested that as the dead tree would have to be removed for the car park works, it could be placed neer the play equipment to form a seat. Cllr Brooker said it was rotten and not suitable. Cllr Mrs Goodworth also said that she had been approached about the possibility of the installation of a memorial seat asnd after discussion it was agreed this was a good idea and it would be included in Parish Notes.
ii. Hire of Ground. Nothing to report.

	

	473
	b
	Car Park

Already discussed under item 5.

	

	474

	c
	Playpark

It was reported that one of the items relocated from the school playground had been vandalised and that the safety mat under the swings needed relaying.

	

	475
	d
	War Memorial and Garden 

Nothing to report.
	


4
	476   
	e
	Telephone Kiosk

Cllr Mrs Goodworth said the knitting group was seeking a contractor to help them mount their work.

	

	477
	f
	Church Bank

Nothing to report. 

	

	478

	g
	Village Green Land, Hatham Green Lane and Parsons Lane

The Clerk reported a heavy lorry had been driven over part of the green and that she had asked the landscape contractor to look at it with a view to rectifying the damage.
 
	

	479
	h
	Brownes Bequest

Nothing to report.

	

	480
	h
	Notice Boards

Nothing to report.

	



	481
	j
	Registration of Land

Cllr Bott suggested that the Clerk find another firm who could act for the Council in registering the War Memorial gardens and Church Bank as village greens. 

	

	13
	
	HIGHWAYS & TRANSPORT

	

	482
	a
	Public Rights of Way

The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow Roy Barry to speak.

Mr Barry said he had spoken again to the owner of Thriftwood about getting the public footpath diverted, but so far no action had been taken. He offered to draft a letter for the Clerk to put the matter on a formal footing.

The Chairman thanked Mr Barry and reconvened the meeting.

Cllr Mrs Goodworth reported that she had been informed that the cattle at Stansted Lodge Farm would go out early this year.

	



	483 
	b
	Encroachment Working Party

In the absence of Cllr Rayner, there was no update.

	

	
	c
	Any Other Highways or Transport Issues

	

	484
	i
	Parsonage Farm

It was reported that the hedgerow had been grubbed out, a fence erected and the grass verge removed and whips planted. This would be reported to Highways.
	



5
	14
	
	VILLAGE HALLS

	

	485
	a
	Stansted Village Hall

Cllr Mrs Goodworth said that the Committee recognised the hall had a limited life and asked that anyone interested should attend the AGM.                          

	

	486
	b
	Fairseat Village Hall

Nothing to report.

	

	15

487
	
	POLICE MATTERS

Nothing to report.

	

	16

488
	
	DEFIBRILLATORS

The Chairman suspended the meeting to allow Yvonne Tisson to speak.

Mrs Tisson said that since she had produced her report which had been circulated with the agenda, she had negotiated further and the three defibrillators required would cost £5,600. She had obtained consent from the owners of the Hilltop Hotel and Black Horse for the siting on the outside of their buildings with electricity supply and from the Fairseat Society for use of the telephone box and its electricity supply from British Telecommunications. She regretted she had not been able to obtain funding, but the amount shown in the Council’s accounts had been unhelpful, even though it was ring fenced for the school project.

The Chairman thanked Mrs Tisson and reconvened the meeting.

After discussion, it was proposed by Cllr Brooker, seconded by Cllr Mrs Goodworth and agreed to proceed. 

	

	17

487
	
	REPORTS ON MEETINGS ATTENDED BY COUNCILLORS AND CLERK

None.

	

	18

488

	
	CONSULTATION

No documents received.

	

	19

489

	
	CORRESPONDENCE

None.

	

	20

490
	
	REPORTS & CIRCULARS

None received.

	

	21

491
	
	ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

No matters were raised.

	


6
PUBLIC SESSION

No matters were raised.

CONFIDENTIAL SECTION

	22

492
	
	RESOLUTION TO EXCLUDE THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

It was proposed by Cllr Bott, seconded by Cllr Mrs Falconer and agreed to exclude the press and public on the grounds the following items concerned a commercial contract and personnel matters.

	

	23

493
	
	CAR PARK

It was proposed by Cllr Mrs Falconer, seconded by Cllr Bott and agreed to suspend Standing Orders and Financial Regulations so that it would not be necessary to go out to sealed tender, as three quotations had had to be obtained already for the grant application and these were in the process of being revised. The revised quotations would be brought back to the Council for decision in due course.

	

	24

494
	
	RECRUITMENT

Cllr Bott reported that the interview panel would be seeing five candidates on 7th March.

	



The Chairman thanked everyone for attending and closed the meeting at 9.55 pm




Signed ……………………………………………..Chairman



On the ……… day of ……………………  2019
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